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Sir Edmund Turnor, Kt. 


SIR, 


S by manifold great Favours You have a 
Right to all the Services I am capable of 
paying lou, Nou bave yet a more peculiar | 

one to the Dedication of this Sermon, in that it was 
firſt Preached, and is now Publiſhed by Your Com- 
mands. This, I hope, will im part excuſe me to 
the World for troubl.ng it with ſo plain a Diſcourſe ; 
and the Pious cogent Reaſon, with which You was 

pleaſed to enforce Your Commands, 1 cannot doubt 
will do ther reft, ( viz, ) That You might th: reby 
have Copies of it for thoſe ſeveral Pariſhes, where 

Your exemplary Piety hath effeftually provided for 
the daily Performance of publick Prayer. 

Whilſt, Sir, our pious Zeal thus worthily En- 
courages and Promotes the Service of God, ( of 
which I could give many and great Inſtences, but 
that 1 well know Your ſingular Humility will not 
permit me, ) Tcould not ; I think, I ought not, de- 
cline any thing in my Power, which m Jour Opinion 
may contribute ſomething ( tho but a little) to ſo 
excellent an End. 

If this plain Diſcourſe, adapted to a plan but 
boneſt People, may ( by the bleſſing of God ) work 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


upon any ſuch, a greater Reverence for the Houſes | 
of Prayer, and a greater Diligence and Seriouffeſs | 


in frequenting them, T ſhall not regard what Opini- 
on the Nice and Cenſorious may have of it, or of 
me for Publiſhing it. My firſt aim therein being, to 
- promote the donor of our Lord, the: Intereſt of our 
Religion, and the Good of Souls ; and a jecondary, 
Sir, to teſtifie to the World my ready Obedience and 
great Obligations to Your ſelf. In a deep Senſe of 
which, and the much Good You daily do, 1 muſt ever 
pray ( as I am ſure great Numbers are obliged ) that 
it may pleaſe God long to continue ſo great a Bleſſmg, 
as lou are, to our Religion, to our Church, to the 
worthy Clergy of it, to Your Family, to the. Poor, to 
Your Friends, even to all who are any.ways deſerving 
and capable of Receiving Advantage from ſuch a 
Fountain of Exemplary Piety, true Goodneſs, and 
diffuſive Charity : And that in the other World lou 
may largely receive a Glorious Recompence for all 
the Good ou have ſo liberally done i this; parti- 
calarly to, | 
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. Your moſt Obliged,- ad moſt 


Faithful humble Servant, | 


Jobn Adamſon. 
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St. Matthew X XI. part of the 13th. Verle. 
My Houſe ſhall be called the Houſe of Prayer. 


HESE Words repreſent unto us 
our Bleſſed Saviour reſtoring the 
Temple of God. to the Holy Uſes, 
to which it had been dedicated, and 
expreſs his Zeal for the Honour due 
| to ſuch Places, and his juſt Indignation againſt 
all Prophanations and Abuſes of them; 
The Temple at Jeruſalem, was ſolemnly de- 
dicated to the Service and Worſhip of God; a 
; practice which has obtain'd in all the Ages of Chri- 
- | ſtianity, at leaſtwiſe ever ſince the Reign of Con- 
ſtentine, as Euſebius acquaints us, * in reference. to * mf. Eccl:; 
our Churches and Places of Religious Worſhip.  '%+ ©3- 
But the corrupt Prieſts amongſt che Jews had 
groſly perverted it to orher purpoſes, ſubſervient 
to their carnal and ſecular deſigns. The occa- 
ſion which they took for ſo doing, was this : Againſt 
the Feaſt of the Paſſover, the Jews from all Coun- 
tries reſorted to Jeruſalem, to keep that Solemn 
\ Feaſt there. To ſupply them with Sacrifices 
( which many of them who came from Far, could 
not poſſibly bring with them; ) a great number 
of Cattle were llain tor that purpoſe - the _— 
which 
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which they ſold to the Rich ( no doubt, at a 


| 


=_ Advantage;) and for the Poorer fort of 
, | 


cople , they . provided (as the Taw directed ) 


Turtle Doves and Young Pidgeons. And be-. | 


cauſe many Strangers could not be provided with 
thoſe half Shekels (in value aÞour 15 4. of Engliſh 
Coin) which by the Law were required to be Year- 
+ Exod. 30. ly offerd F; nor with ſmaller pieces of Mony to 
1516 make their payments for thoſe Sacrifices which 
they wanted; they therefore ſer up Money-Chan- 
cers to ſupply them in both Cates by way of 
—_—__ either for other Money, or ( with the 
Poorer fort of People )) for other things in lieu of 
#Gedeyn'sJew- Money ||; but in -doing this, they uſed great 
"ang 5 Exaction, and are therefore ſharply rebuked by 
Poll's Synopſis OUr Saviour ( in the words following the Text) un- 
_ der that hainous Chara&er of 2 Dex of Thieves ; 
and fo they _ appear guilty of a double crime, 
prophaning the | 
grinding the Poor by their Oppreſſion. 


Of theſe their wicked Practices, they had pn. | 


* So ſome in- before been admoniſhed by the Prophets *; an 
—_— "op t- by our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf, ſoon after his en- 
TS = ** trance upon his Prophetick Office, and that in a 
+,Jeh. 2. 16, Very mild and gentle manner : + Take theſe things 
hence, make not my Father's Houſe an Houſe of Mer- 
chandize. But ſtill they perſiſted in their Wicked- 
nefs, as even Chriſtians too often do, againſt all 
admonitions and perſwaſions to the contrary ; and 
therefore in this place of the "Kext , our Bleſſed 
Saviour, a little before his Death, finding them 
incorrigible under more gentle Methods ; he, as he 
was the Son of that God, whoſe Temple was thus 
prophaned, and 1na juſt Zeal for the Honour of his 
| Father, 


emple by their Merchandize, and |; 


_ 
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Father, + Caſt the Buyers and Sellers out of the Temple, tMatt.a1.12. 


overthrew the T ables of the Moxey-Changers, and the 
Seats of -them that ſold Doves : Reminding them of 
what before they had often heard, but now either 
had forgotten, or elſe wiltully negletted, in the 
words of the Text, My Houſe ſhall be called [ i.e. 
ſhall be, according to the frequent ſignification of 
that Phraſe in holy Scripture, *) 2 Eiuuſe of 
Prayer. 


$+19. Luk? 1. 32, 35, 35- Rev. Ig. 13. Ste Dr, Hammard on Matt. 2- 23. note þ 


But how could this be, may fome ſay, A ſingle 
Perſon, deſpiſed, rejected, and probably deſigned 
by them in a'few days to be crucified, be able to 
drive out ſo great a number of obſtinare Men, back- 
ed by the Powers then in being, wedded to their In- , 
tere!t, and much exaſperated to ſee-it ſo obſtrutted 
and” defeated by the ſo much by them vilified Je- 
ſus 2 *Whence was it that none of them had Cou- 
rage enough to reliſt him, or ſo-much as open a 
Mouth ( as far as appears to us) in their ſuſtifica- 
tion,but tamely ſubmitted to his Rebuke,and ſuffer?d 
themſelves to be driven out ? 

This muſt be reſolv'd into the Divine Power of 
our Lord, and was one of the miraculous Effefts of 
it, Such a Majeſty at that time appeared \in his 
Countenance, and ſuch an Awe and Dread it 
wrought - upon his moſt ſpiteful Adverfarics, as 
brought them to an abſolute Complyance with his 
Will, and perfect Submiſſion to his Commands. 

Which ſhews how utterly unable the moſt da- 


| ring ſinners are to withſtand our Lord, when he 


comes 1n- good earneſt ( as ſometime he certainly 
will) to execute Vengeance upon them. None of 


| them durſt oppoſe one word, when our Bleſſed Lord 
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with an Authority becoming his Station, and his 
Zeal for his Father's Honour, urg'd upon them the 
words of the Text, My Hoaſe [hall be called ( or 
{hall be) the Houſe of Prayer. | 

Having as briefly as I well could, ſhewn you the 
Occaſion and Deſign of theſe words, every one will 
calily diſcern that they inſtruct us in this great 
Truth, that Places: dedicated to God and his Wor- 
ſhip are to be treated with Reverence, and not to 
be employ'd in any prophane or common Ules, but 
only in Religious Duties ; particularly that of 
Prayer, which is the principal *of them > So has 
God declared by his Prophet J/a:ah [ c. 56. v. 7.) 
and ſo our Bleſſed Saviour from him in the Text, 
My Houſe ſhall be called the Houſe of Prayer. 


Prayer is the Duty, which God in the Old Te- 


 ſtament, and our Bleſſed Saviour in the Newiwere 


pleaſed to make Choice of to repreſent the others by 


which are to be performed in Places fer apart tor 


Religious Worſhip. And, Prayer is the, eſpecial 
Duty for the performance of which the Place this 
day Conſecrated was Erected by your pious Bene- 
tattor ; and therefore of this Duty only I ſhall 
Diſcourſe unto you at this time. 


And here I might uſefully enlarge on the more 
general parts of Prayer; as, 


I. Supplication, When we ask of God any Bleſ- 
{ing we want either for our Souls or Bodies. 

2. Interceſſion, When we Pray for others, even 
all Mankind ; but more eſpecially - for our Gover- 
nours and the Houſhold of Faith. y 

| 3. Thankf 
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refed to by the Apoſtle *, and are all of them 


| which highly recommends it to our great Eſteem 
| and conſtant Uſe. | 

| TI mightalſo ſeaſonably enlarge on the moſt need- 
| ful, and yet too commonly neglected, Qualifica- 
| tions of Prayer; as, 


FE UT ” 0. v 


| ' 1. Purity and Holineſs, Since we know that God 
heareth not Sinners (i.e. wilful and impenitent 
Ones); that the Apoſtle requires that when we 
Pray we lift up Holy Hands ; || and that the 
| Sacrifice of the wicked is an Abomination to the 
| | Lord; but the Prayer of the Upright is his 
| delight, * : 
2. Serious Attention to our Prayers; for, they 
| only we can be ſaid to Pray, and zhex only 
| expect to be heard : Inaſmuch as our Bleſſed Savi- 

our has ſet the Mark of Hypocrifie upon ſuclr 
Prayers as are not accompanied with the Heart, and 
plainly» tells us they are all in vain, Matth. z5. 
| 7,'8, 9. Te Hypocrites, ye draw nigh unto me with your 
| mouth, and honeur me with your lips, but your heart 
| is far from me; but in vain do you worſhip me. 

3}. Fervour and A with all the Aﬀe- 

\. Aion and Devotion of our Souls, ſuch as may 


teſtifie we reaily deſire the things we Pray for. 
| 'This 


3- Thankſerving, When we recount with grate- 
' ful Hearts the many Bleſſings both Spiritual and 
Temporal which we enjoy ; give God the Glory 
of them, and our ſelves to him in gratitude for 


All theſe general Parts of Prayer we are di- 


*:Tim.z. 0.3 


y ſufficiently provided for in our excellent Liturgy, 


f Se. Joh. 9.31; 


| r Tim. 2. $. 


* Prov. 15. 2. 
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; This is required of us by the Apoſtle, that we be 
Rom. 12. 11. forvent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord ||, This is that 
which makes our Prayers very prevalent with 
God, James 5.16. The fervext Prayer -of a righteous 
man availeth much. Even amongit the Jews, the 
Talmudiſts taxing the Peop'es negligence in Pray- 
er, one of the three faulry forts of their Amez 
+Gedwinrs recounted by them is, a faint Amen +, when they 

Jewiſh anti» 1zray*d without Fervency. 
qui 2-4. Humility, both in our Souls and Bodies. In 
our Souls, acknowledging our unworthinels to ap- 
pear before ſo you a Majeſty, to receive troin 
him any of thoſe Bleſſings we ask, but only upon 
the account of his Bounty and Mercy, and the 
Merits of his Son. And Humility in our Bodies , 
expreſſing this Humility of our Souls ; putting up 
$ David, Pſat. Our Petitions to the Majeſty of Heaven for the 
oh od greateſt Bleflings we can receive upon our Knees, 
Daniel, c.6.* according to the Example of Holy Men in Scri- 
FE, ||, of the blefled Apoſtles *, and even of 
Aas 9. 60. Chrift himſelf, who kneeled down when he pray'd 
St. Perer, As to his heavenly Father, St. Luke 22. 41. Accord- 
> gy ingly we read of the Primitive Chriſtians, That 
21-5. to Sit at Prayers was ever held by them a poſture of 
ers _— great Rudeneſs: and Irreverence F. And Tertullian 
part, t. . 9. falls heavy upon ſome that ufed it in his time (about 
two hundred years after Chriſt) tell- 

Tertull. de Orat. C. 12.P. 134- 


Contra Scripturam fecerit , ft 1g them, They acted Cort 4 on 4 ro Ser - 

quis in Cathedra aut Subſelliy prare and were Irreligious 12 /o aving ; 

ſederit ; falum iſthud irreligi-. = ,,24 repreſents them as if they had a mind 
ſum eft, niſi exprobramus Deo | | 

qued mas Oratio fatigaverit, &c. 10 reproach God to his face, and tell him 

| that they are weary of the Datyof Pray- 

ing to him. © It it be an urrevent thing (as he goes 


« on 111 arguing with them ) to fit down before one” | 


®* [44 for 
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« for whom thou haſt a great Reverence and Ve- 
« neration ; how much more does it favour of TIr- 
* religion to do fo-1in the Preſence of the Living 
« God, even while the Angel 1s yet ſtanding by 
« thee to carry up the Prayer to Heaven. 

Theſe, together with a true Faith and a Depen- 
dance upon the alone Merits of Chriſt (which I 
preſume I need not mention in this place ) 
are the chief of thoſe Qualifications (and yet 
roo commonly negletted) with which we muſt 
take care we put up our Prayers to God, if we 
hope to have them accepted by him; and theſe I 
might uſefully. have enlarg'd upon. But it muſt 
futhce thus briefly to have hinted them, that I 
may the more largely recommend unto you. 

5- In the Fifth place, Frequency in this Duty 
of Praycr, and that in Publick, as often as you 


have Opportunities; as you of this place will now 


daily have. | 
This I would earneſtly recommend to your ſe- 
rious Practice upon theſethree Accounts. In thar 


T. It is much for the Honour of God and our 
Religion. 

II. Very Advantageous ' to our felves in rete- 
rence to this World. ; 

ITE. It v4 promotes a good Life(in reference 
to the Happineſs of the next) in all thoſe that fin- 


cerely make uſe of it. 


1. We ought to be frequent in this Duty of 
Publick Prayer, becauſe it is much for the Honour 
of God and our Religion. As often as we Pray 
unto him with Scriouſneſs, we acknowledge = 

| adore 
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adore the Soveraignty, Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Power, 
and Mercy of God ; and in doing all this, we 
mult needs be granted to Honour him, and per- 
form a Service highly acceptable to him. 

When we Pray unto him, we evidently declare 
that we own his Dominion over us, and that he 
has a Right to govern us, and that all our Sex- 
vices are his due, tho' we too often unworthily 
alienate them to prophane and wicked Purpoſes. 

We alfo acknowledge his Wiſdom to be infi- 
nite, that as he throughly underſtands all the ACti- 
ons of our Lives and ſecrets. of our Hearts, all 
our Wants and Neceſlities, ſo he beſt knows how 
to make the molt ſuitable Proviſion for them. 

We likewiſe hereby magnihe the Juſtice of God, 
particularly in our Confethons and Deprecations ; 
knowing him ready to paſs an impartial Sentence 
upon us for our Sins. 

Again, in all our Prayers to God, we muſt be 
{uppoſed to acknowledge his Power to be infinite- 
ly great to puniſh our Sins; to reward our Well- 
ok; and to ſupply all our Wants. 
Laſtly, We hereby acknowledge the Mercy of 
God to be infite ; without a great Senſe of which, 
it would be both Folly and Arrogancy, for us to 
approach unto him, particularly to lay open be- 
fore him all the miſcarriages of our Life, which 
generally (tis to be fear*d) are ſo many and fo 
heinous, that we could never hope for any Par- . 
don to them, but that we believe God to be very 
ready to embrace every true repenting Sinner, 
"This ſhould —_ engage us to Frequency in 
our Prayers, which you tee do ſo much magnifie 
the glorious Attributes of God, which he loves 


ro 
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to ſee acknowledg*d by the Sons of Men. And 
ſurely the more Publick ghis Acknowledgment is, 
the more Honour it gives to God, and 1s conſe- 
quently the more acceptable to him. 

So -very acceptable to him 1s this Duty of pub- 
blick Prayer ; that when David had but a thought 
to build an Houſe for this-purpoſe, God told him 
that he did well, even when he had done nothing, 
neither might do any thing, only had the De- 
ſign of doing it 1n his heart and purpoſe *, 

The like ue Acceptance of fuch Atts of 
Piety our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf aſſures us of, 
under the Goſpel, in that he was effeQtually pre- 
vailed with to heal the Servant of the Centuri- 
on, being recommended to him under this Cha- 
racter , That he had built them a Synagoguge Þ+ ; 
a place for the better Conveniency of their Re- 
ligious Worſhip. 


May this Chapel this day Conſecrated to the 
like uſe, and for the ſame reaſon, find the 


like gracious Acceptance with our Lord ! 


Tis alſo much for the Honour of our Religi- 
on, and tends to gain Proſelytes to it, (which 
alſo is another way of EVINg Honour to God.) 
This is fo univerſally acknowledged, That even 
all Religions (however falſe or Superſtitious) will 
have their Daily Publick Offices ; thus it is a- 
mongſt. the Jews, Mahometans, and Papiſts. And 
is not this a great reproach to Us, Whoſe Wor- 
ſhip is much more Pure, to fall ſo very ſhort of 
them in the Exerciſe of it ? Where is our _ 

C or 


* 2Chroo.s, 8. 


F St, Luke 9.5. 
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* Ver. 47, 18. 
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for the Honour of our excellent Religion, to ſuf- 
ter them {5 much to out-doe Us in the Frequen- 
cy of Religious, Offices ; which gains a mighty 
Reputation to them, but caſts a reproach upon us ? 


2. Frequency in Publick Prayers 1s very advan- 
tageous to our ſelves in reference to this World, 
being the likelieft way -to obtain any Bleſſings 
we deſire or ſtand in need of, either for our ſelves 
or others, 

St. James tells us *, That the ſingle Prayer of 4 
righteous Man availeth much ;, and gives us a Proof 
ot it in + E/zas, by this means ſhutting and open- 
ing Heaven, firſt againft and then for Rain. And 
if Prayer be thus powerful when ſingle, what is 
it when Social, when in Publick, in a whole Con- 
gregation, in a whole Nation ? When there is a 
pious Confpiracy of t2rvent Prayers froq Con- 
tenting Hearts, and concurring Lips, all at once 
making (as 1t were) an Affault upon the Almigh- 
ty, with the Holy violence of a ſtrong -importu- 


nity to extort a Blefling from him. God de- 
ts 


| lig 


| Apol. 35. 
A. 


to be thus wreſtled with; and is not able, 
becauſe not willing to deny any thing, conveni- 
ent for his People, that is thus requeſted of 
him. | 

Thus ſpeaks Tertullian || Coimus ad Deum, quaſs 


mann factta precationibus ambiamns, Hec wis Deo 


grata eſt. © We come (/ays he) by Troops to 


« the place of Aſſembly, that being banded . (as 
« it were) together into an Army, we may be- 
« fiege God with our Prayers and Petitions ; this 

kind 
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« kind of violence is very pleaſing and grateful 
&« to him. 
* Se, Matt, 18; 


Our Saviour himſelf ſaith *, If two of you ſhall 


agree 0n Earth as touching any thing that they {ball _ 


ask, it ſhall be done for them of my 
Father which is in Heaven. bx Er Þ 69% 
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St. Ignatius argues, If the Prayer of one 554 73s Ypisbv bs au]ois hoe 
or two be of fo reat prevalence, how Par T;0@ HA N00 H TH ETG+ 


much more will the Prayer of the whole 


xoTs % Td on; Tre $#KAn- 
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Charch be prevalent. And no won- 4,1Fa T7435 Oey, meign ma- 


der is it that they ſhould be fo, f<9iWva auſois dre 79: 
? : &Y X£159 4T144T4. Epilt. ad 
when they have one amongſt them, Eph. p. 122. 


concurring with them in their Peti- 
tions, whom God always hears, eved his only Son, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

And indeed his Preſence with them, himſelf 
Aſſigns for the reaſon of their Prevalency with 
his Father; For (ſays he) where two or three are 
gathered together in my Name, there ams I in the midft 
of them F. 

And as Pablick Prayer is thus advantageous to 
us in reſpect to our Perſonal Wants, ſo ts it no 
leſs in refpett to the Community, to the Church 
of God, to onr Governours, to our Relations and 
Friends, even to all Mankind, for whom our ex- 
cellent Liturgy has furnifh?d us with ſuitable 
Prayers, even for all forts and Conditions of Men. 

| ( famane 

(Hic (ſc. Deus) bellam Lachrymoſum, bic wiſer ans 
Peſtemq; a populo C3 Principe Calare 

Vejt ra motas a4getprece. Horat.l.1.Od. 21.} 
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W hiclfPrayers, when a whole Nation about the 
ſame time and in the ſame words of our Liturgy,due- 
ly puts up to God in the Name of his dear Son, ſurely 
they may expect to prevail much more, than when 
put up by ſingle Perſons in private ; eſpecially-if 
we add God's gracious Promiſe to hear thole 
Prayers more eſpecially which are made to him 
in his own Houſe, in 2 Chrox. 7. 12, 15, 16. 
The Lord appeared to Solomon, and ſaid unto 
him, I have choſen this place to my [elf for an houſe 
of Sacrifice ; now mine Eyes ſhall be open, and mine 
Ears attent unto the Prayer that is made in this 
Place. For now have I choſen and ſ[andtified this 
Houſe, that my Name may be there for ever: And 
mine Eyes and mine Heart ſhall be there perpetually. 


3. Frequency in Publick Prayer greatly pro- 
motes a good Life in all thoſe that ſincerely make 
uſe of it. And that both by it's natural Tenden- 
cy, and by the —_— of God. 

I. By ws natural 'Tendency. Can Men that 
conſider any thing, daily Confeſs their Sins unto 
God in his own Houſe, and in the Preſence of the 
Holy Angels and a publick Congregation, and 
yet dare to continue in them, and boldly commit 
them again at the next Temptation ? Can ſuch 
caſily there daily Pray, (as we do in our excel- 
lent Liturgy,) that they may hereafter live a God- 
ly, Righteous and Sober Life; and yet allow them- 
elves in groſs Atts of Impiety againſt God ; in 
deliberate A&s of Injuſtice -or Oppreſlion againſt 
Man; or in the heinous Atts of mn 

an 
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| and Uncleannefs (fo dire&ly oppoſite to that So- 


briety they daily Fray for, and thereby acknow- 
ledge they ought to Prattice,) or in any other 
notorious fcandalous Sin ? 

Can it be imagin'd, that when they fo frequent- 


.ly repeat that pious Petition with their own Lips, 


their Conſciences ſhould not ſometimes, nay of- 


ten ſeverely rebuke them for ſuch groſs Vic, 
* C . . 1 
lations of it, and give an effectual Check to ſuch 


PraCtices ; which the Cuſtomary Negleters of 
Publick Frayer , cafhily may, and too often do 

purſue, without any Senſe of their Guilt or Danger. 
Further, by daily Reading or hearing read at 
the Publick Service of our Church, a Fortion of 
the I ſalms of David, ſo full of Piety and Devo- 
tion; and ſome Chapters in the Bible (too gene- 
rally, I fear, negleQed by Chriſtians in private ) 
where we have excellent Rules and Exam- 
ples of Holy Living, and powerful Motives to it, 
This muſt needs be granted to conduce very 

much to the direQing and reforming our Lives, 
If this bleſſed Effect be not wrought upon all 
who come daily to the Publick Prayers of our 
Church, more 1s che Pity ! But the Fault is in them- 
{elves and not in our Prayers. It ſome frequent them 
only in Formality and Hypocrifie, 'tis no wonder 
they are never the better for them. Do thou 
kgquent them with Sincerity, Devotion, and At. 
rention, and be afſſured- thou ſhalt receive great 
ſpiritual Improvement by them ; as IT doubt not 
bur thouſands of the ſincere Members of our 

Church, to their inexpreſſible Comfort, do = 
2, This 
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* Se. Luk 11+ 
ver. 9. 


F Yer. 13 


2, This advantage of a good Life by Prequen- 
cy in Publick Prayer is alſo (and that chiefly) 
to be aſcribed to the Bleihag of God, and the 
powerful working of his Grace upon us; which 
Bleſſing is promifed to us, and to be obtaind by 
us only in the ſerious Uſe of the Duty of Prayer, 
ſo qualified as I before hinted. Thus our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour inſtrutts us, * Ark, and it ſhall be 
given you; ſeek, and ye ſhall find: Kyock and it (hall 
open:d unto you ;, Where that he refers particular- 
ly to this Bleſſing of his Grace and Holy Spirit, 
appears from thele following words +, If ye being 
evil, know how to grue good pifts unto your Chil- 
dren, how much more ſhall your Father which is in 
Heaven give the Holy Spirit to them thar ask 
him ? This I acknowkdge is ſpoken of Prayer in 
in general; but it holds true of Publick Prayer 
with a great advantage, as you have already 
heard. 

If then Frequency in Publick Prayer does 
thus promote the Honour of God and our Reli- 
gion 3-4t 4t procures thofe Bleſſings we want ei- 
ther for our ſelves or others, and greatly tegds 
to promote a good Life ; it we have any regard 
to the Honour of God and our Religion,. if any 
real defire to be Happy here or hereafter, we 
ſhall rejoyce 4n all-Opportunities of Publick Prayer 
and heartily endeavour fo to Order -our Afﬀaits, 
that nothing may hinder our conſtant Attendance 
at them. | 

And if Frequency 1n Publick Prayer'be fo_nced- 
tull-a Duty, -@s you have ſeen, the like Frequen- 
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cy (and that with rhe greateſt Seriouſneſs) in 
receiving the Holy Sacrament of the I.ord*s Supper 
(which 15 the higheſt Solemnity of Prayer) is, upon 
the Account of the fame and greater Reaſons, 
as needful a Duty, where there are the happy 
Opportunities of it. And in this alfo the worthy 
Founder of your Chapel hath very piouſly pro- 
vided for you. 

And as I underſtand many of you purpoſe 
(very commendably) to Communicate< on this 
day, fo I hope, and earneſtly exhort, you will do 
it with that Sincerity in a hearty Repentance for 
3our Sins, and fertous Reſolutions of a Holy 
Life, that you may receive much ſpiritual Com- 
tort and Improventent by it; and then you will 
even rejoyce in the frequent Opportunities of this 
Holy Sacrament in this place, and make it your 
conſtant Care, as it 1s your certain Duty, to diſ- 
poſe your ſelves for a worthy partaking of them. 


Conſider” well, and always bear it in mind, how * 


great your Guilt will be, how heavy your Con- 
demnation, if ye ſhall flight anq neglect, or any 
ways abuſe ſuch powerful means of Salvation. 
But T muſt not infift upon this copious Sub- 
jet. I only - crave your Patience whilſt I ob- 
ſerve unto you three or four practical Inferences 
from what has been diſcourſed. | 


IN FERENCES. 


1. If theſe Places be Houſes of Prayer, and, 
by our Saviour's own direftion, not to be em- 
ploy*d- in common Uſes, then let us always =_ 

them 
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them with Reſpe&t and Reverence ; conſidering 
they are God's Houſes, Conſecrated to his more 
immediate Service, and in which he is pleaſed to 

vouchſate his more peculiar Preſence. 
In reſpe&t of this his Preſence, God declares 
that the Place where he appear'd to Moſes was 
_—_ Conſzcrated, and therefore required him to ſhew 
(5 Reverence to it *, Put off thy ſhoes from off” thy 
feet, for the place whereon thou- ſlandeſt is Holy 
Ground. The like was commanded to Joſhua 
* Joſbwa 5. 15. upon the ſame account +, and thus as a Token of 
Reſpect, Obedience, and Humility. The Cuſtom 
; V. Pools Sy- being taken (as ſome || Conjetture) from Cap- 
"4/15 n Exod. tives or Bond-Slaves, who- uſed to go barefoot 
in token of their $Subjettion. | 
Hence aroſe that Cuſtom amongſt the Jews for 
- 4nſwoh m the Prieſts to enter into the Temple barefoot *, 
kod. 3% 19- The like was obſerved amongſt the very Hea- 
then, who had their Naazpedalia Sacra, and put 
off their Shoes when they enter'd the 'Temple of 
4 Mr. Pele, us Apolio F» So ſome have obſerv*d; That even a- 
pris. mongit the Turks and Frhiopick Chriſtians, they go 
Is. is. not into their Sacred Aſſemblies but with their Feet 
naked. That wasthe ancient way amongſt them of 
expreſſing their Reverence, as uncovering the Head 
is now amongſt us. And will not all theſe riſe 
up in Judgment againſt us, and condemn us, if 
we permit them to ſhew more Reſpect and Ho- 
nour to the Places of their falſe Worſhip, than 

we to thoſe of the True. 

Thus we find St. Paul requiring Decency in the 


(Clurth (particularly that Men be uncovered, and 
Women 
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Women covered there ) Þ+ Becauſe of the Angels; t 1 Cor.11.19. 
they being ſuppoſed both under the Old and New 
Teſtament, to be preſent 1n. the places of God's 
Publick Service, obſerving the Behaviour of all Þ7; Hammond 
there preſent, and accuſing every Indeceney and  *'* 
Diſreſpe& to God. 

And from this their preſence it is, that. God is 
ſaid to be peculiarly preſent in Churches ( whoſe 
preſence in one place more than in another, in re- 
{ſpec of himſelf is not eaſily conceivable) and ſo - 
to fit them to be the Houſes of God ; according 
to the Explication of Jacob, || who upon the Viſion p Gen 18.r.15, 
of Angels at Luz, awakes and ſays, How venerable 17- 
i this Place, the Lord is in it, this is none other but 
the Houſe of God, 

Upon this Account we read that the Primitive 
Chriſtians were wont to ſhew very great Reſpe& 
and Reverence in the Church, as being the folema 
Place of Worſhip, and where God did more pe- 
culiarly manifeſt his Preſence ; and are told by a 
learned Author, * That they came into the Charch as Dr. Cave's 
into the Palace of the Great Kjng, with Fear and Frin Chrifti«- 
Trembling ; and that the Emperors themſelves, who ap, 
otherwiſe never went without their Guard about 
them, yet when they came to go into the Church, 
uſed to lay down their Arms, to leave their Guard 
behind them, and to put off their Crowns, all as 
Tokens of that high Reſpect they bare to thoſe 
Religious Places. | 

Let them always then be eſteemed Holy by us, 
as being ſect a part for holy Uſes, and in relation to 
God and to their End (T mean not otherwiſe, ) 
and let them accordingly be always treated by us. 
X D | 2. If 
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2: If they be Houſes of Prayer, than we ma 
hence infer the great Error of thoſe who thin 
Preaching to be the Chief, if not the only Duty | 
needful to be performed in theſe Places : And ac- 
cordingly if they. be but preſent at the Sermon, 
think they have done their Duty very well, al- 
though they wholly neglect the Prayers, and 
think it not worth their while to come to Church 
when only Prayers are there performed ; and © 
this Error of their Judgment is the more dan- 
gerous, in that it engages them in fo great an 
Error 1n their Practice alto. | 

But had our Bleſſed Saviour becn of the ſame 
Opinion with theſe Men, ſurely he would have 
called theſe Houſes of God, Houſes of Preaching, 
and not ( as in the Text) Houſes of Prayer. © 

We may obſerve to this purpoſe, that in King 
Solomot?s excellent Prayer at the Dedication of the 
Ternple, * All his Petitions are, That God would 


hear the Prayers which — any occaſion his 


Petple ſhot pat, up to Heaven 1n or towards 
that his Houfe : Not one Petition for a Blefſing 
wpon any other Duty, as if no other but that of 
Prayer-{at leaftwiſe none comparable to it ) was 
to be performed 11 that place, 

I ſpeak not this to vilifie Preaching ( far be that 
from me, ) it is an excellent Ordinance, and very 
needful even in this knowing Age. But yet I 
would not have it thruft out Prayer, nor indeed be 
exalted above it ; which all that are Judicious and 
Serious muſt grant to be an Att of Worſhip di- 
reQed immediately to God, and a theans = 
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Aifie Preaching, which is immediately direfted 
to Men. 

3, At all times when we approach to the Houſe 
of God for Religious Worſhip, let us remember it 
is a Hoaſe of Prayer ; and then beware we no 
ways profane it, as the Jews did, whom our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour here Rebukes. And yet this I fear is 
ro0 often done by too many Chlrittians. 

Wanen we cultomarily neglet it, we then are 
Thieves ( out of the Temple, though not proper- 
ly in it ) by robbing God of his Glory, our Reli- 
gion of its Reputation, our Chriſtian Brethren of 
the Afiſtance of our Prayers, and our own Souls 
of their proper Food artd Nouriſhment. | 

And when we frequent theſe places of Worthip 
purely to be thought Religious, in order to ſome 


| ſecular Ends, we plainly make the Houſe of God an 


Houſe of Merchandiſe. And they do the fame in 
ſome ſort, who amidſt the holy Offices of Religj- 
on employ their Thoughts upon their worldly Af- 
fairs, which ought to be wholly intent upon the 
weighty Duties there performed : Such make the 
Houſe of God an Houſe of Merchandife. 

But if we be not Guilty of this ſort of Profana- 


tion, there are others, too.common amongſt us, 
which ought no lefs to be avoided by us *. The? Read the 

. © * Rules forour 
unſeemly and rude Behaviour of many in our Chur- more Devour 
ches, and that even in the time of Divine Service Bchaviour in 
does too loudly teſtifie how little of Devorion brings N<tme of Di- 
them thither, and at how mean a rate they value the Church of 
that ſacred Place, and all thoſe holy Offices that are ms, eg 
there performed. TheTmpiety and Danger of which 1 | 
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ſhall chuſe to repreſent unto you in the Words of 
"he Ono an excellent Author of our own. * Such warity 
Chriſtian Pie. (C fayS he) of rude Behaviour is there too often uſed 
, by Hy wo in the Heuſe of God, that ſhould an Unbeliever come 
VVbole Duty of #to our Aſſemblies, he muſt ſurely ( as St, Paul ſup- 
Man, c.8, poſes in another Caſe, x Cor. 14. 23. ) ſay, We are 

mad ; zo ſee ou Gazing , ſome Whiſpering , (ome 
Laughing, others Sleeping, aud perhaps the +4 fewer 
a Praying, is ſuch a Medly, as the moſt brutiſb 
Taolaters never admitted in their Worſhip. And then 
he goes on to expoſtulate with Chriſtians, as (I 
fear) we have too much reaſon to do at this Day : 
When ( alas! ) will the Church recover its ancient 
Title, and become The Houſe of Prayer? Tis cer- 
tain that according to the preſent appearance it may 
have many more proper Names, that being the leaſt 
part of Buſineſs dope in it. But ſurely God will not 
always be patient of ſuch Prefanation ; but will, as the 
Scriptare ſpeaks, Repay them to their Face, who 
who thus contemn him to his. He know amo 
Men, every one counts his Houſe his Fortreſs ; and an 
front offer d him there doubles the Injury, and is not 
only a Contempt but an Invaſion : And ſhall it not be 
a proportionable Enhauncement with God alſo, thus to 
defie him within his own Doors, and approach his Pre- 
ſence in an impious Bravery, the more fully to ſhew him 
how little we regard him? (0 that excellent Au- 


thor. ) 


4. And laſtly. If it be ſo much for the Honor 
of God, and our own Advantage, as yau have 
ſeen, to frequent our publick Prayers, then every 
one may ealily infer how much it is both his Day 
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and his Intereſt to be preſent at them, as much as 
poſſible. 

You of this Place are now very happy in having 
daily Opportunities of publick Prayer ; ( and *tis 
much to be wiſhed by all ſerious Chriſtians, that 
every Pariſh of this Nation could enjoy, and would 
make a right Uſe of the like Advantage.) Think 
then, I beſeech ye, how heinous your Guilt will 
be, if you cuſtomarily and unneceſſarily negle&t 
theſe blefſed Opportunities. How will ye anfwer 
it at the laſt and great Account to your Lord and 
Judge, who put it into the Heart of your pious 
BenefaCtor to provide thus conveniently for your 
daily Performance of this great Duty, if ye ſhall 
flight it, deſpife it, and turn your backs upon it. 

Whilſt many of you (1 fear ) ſpend more time 
every Day than would be required to this Duty, in 
Vanities and Impertinencies : Others, it may be, in 
doing nothing ; and others in ſuch Buſineſs as might 
eaſily be contrived fo, as not to hinder your tre- 
quenting theſe publick'Prayers, and is of infinitely 
lefs Importance: ye will diſcover a great Diſregard 
to God, the Honor of your Religion, and the Care 
of your own Souls, it you cuſtomarily negle& theſe 
defircable Opportunities, | 

The Primitive Chriſtians ſet us a much better 
Example, and very worthy our diligent Imitation, 
who, we are told by a learned Author of our 
Church ; * Were wont to flock to the Religious So- *Dr.Cavein his 
lemnities, as to their Spiritual Meals and Banquets. _—_ ' - woagaag 
And then he recounts what St. Chryſoſtom + reports c. g. 
of the Church at Antioch ;, That they would {er aſide f Hom. $0 
all Affairs at home to come ts Church ; and how he OR 
tells them that it was the great Honor of the City, = 
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fo much that it had large Suburbs and vaſt nambers of 


People, or brave Houſes with guilded Dining-Rooms, as 
that it had a diligent and attentive People, Churches 
ſo thranged and crowded, and all Perſons inflamed with 
ſuch an inſatiable deſire of the publick Offices of Rel:- 
2ion ; and that the commonneſs of them did not ( with 
them as I fear it too often does with us) breed a 
Contempt. 

Thus did true Piety prevail amongſt Chriſtians 
then : But (alas!) with Griet we ſee it infinitely 
decay'd with us now ; when in ſtead of Crying out 
with the Pſalmiſt, + Mher ſhall I come to appear in the 
preſence of God? we like thoſe in Malach:, * Snuff at 
his Service, and ſay, What « wearineſs is it? 


But certainly that All-ſeeing Eye which diſcerns 


what Multitudes-careleſly abſent themſelves from 
his Worſhip, cannot but adjudge us moſt profane 
Deſpiſers of his Mercy in giving and continuing to 
us tie happy Opportunities of 1t. 

:. 0hj. But perhaps ſome may here abje& and 
ſay, What need theſe daily publick Prayers? We 
2re carcful to worſhip God at his Houſe on the 
Lord's Day, aad this ſeems to be all that is required 
of us.in the Fourth Commandment ; which allows 
us the other ſix Days for Labour and our own Buſi- 
neſs; and therefore thus to require us to attend rhe 
daily publick Worſhip, ſeems to be an unneceſſar 
Service, and an infringement of that Liberty which 
God has graciouſly indulged to us. But, 

Anſ. Let fuch confider, "That this Obje&ion is 
of equal Force againft all occaſional Days of Faſt- 
ing and Thanſgiving, which yer (T preſume ) them- 
ſelves will alow of, and acknowledge they are ob- 
liged ſometimes to obſerve. 


Let 


ww Y X”- Ws 


'the Publick Service of ths Charch. 23 


Let them conſider again, That the ſame God 
who gave the Fourth Commandment to the Jews, 
did alſo enjoyn them other Days for ſolemn Wor- 
- ſhip, which were'to be obſerved even upoa any of 
thoſe Six Days of Labour, tho' chey required ſtrict 
Reſt, as the Day of Atonement did, Lev. 23.27,28. 
And that they had their daily Worſhip notwith- 
ſtanding the Fourth Commandment, at which our 
Bleſſed Saviour was frequently preſent, and thereby 
cave his Approbartion of it. ' 
And that this is no Violence to Chriſtian Liberty, 
but rather a Duty recommended by Chriſtianity ap- 
pears, in that 'tis recorded, by St. Lake in commen- 
dation of Anna, That ſhe departed not from the Temple, 
but ſerved God with Prayers and Faſtings Night and 
Day *. And of the firit Converts of Chriltianity, * sr, Luke 2. 
That they continued daily with one accord in the "37 
Temple F. And of the Diſciples of Chriſt, chat at- + aas 2. 45. 
ter his Aſcenſion They retwrxed to Jernſalem, and were 
continually in the Temple, praiſing and bleſſing God ||. | St. Luke 24, 
Thar 1s, the Temple was the place ( not of their © 53 
continual abode, but ) of their conſtant daily Per- » g,. jpmmes 
formance of thew Devotions ; as the learned Para- Annor. on aas 
phraſt * gloſſes upon thoſe Words. mos 
2.06j.Others perhaps may ſay, They are very k 
ful tro perform this Duty 1n private;they pray at home 
every Morning and Night, and perhaps ſometimes 


R % WW. 3 0 Wo WU 6s ,- 


may read a Chapter in the Bible with their Families 
at the cloſe of the Day : And this, they hope, is 
fafficient for them who have much Buſineſs on their 
Hands, and-perhaps Famulies to provide for by their 
Labours, and they *truſt their gracious God will 
accept of what they do, and expert no more from 
them.* To this I Anſwer, 
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1. Anſ. *'Tis much to be will'd, they are fo 
well employ*d, as they pretend, at Home ; but as 
much to be tear'd that they are not; for did they make 
a real Conſcience of performing this Duty at their 
own Houſes, the ſame Conſcience would bring %em 
frequently to God's ( unleſs they labour under ſome 
unhappy Prejudices againſt it, ) where (I'm ſure ) 
they might perform 1t better, For, | 

2. Suppoſe they do pray and read at Home, yet 
how can this excuſe their neglefting the publick 
Service in the Church, where the fame Duties arc 
performed with greater Advantage. \"There thou 
fndeſt many Fires to kindle thy Zeal, the Example 
of others for Reverence and Order, the Decency 


and Suitableneſs of the Place, the more peculiar 


Preſence of God, and his gracious Promiſe, that he 
will have a more eſpecial Regard to thoſe Prayers 
which are put up to him in his own Houſe, in that 
forequoted place, 2 Chroy. 7. 15, 16. 

Does it become us to be our own Carvers, and 
when our gracious God calls us to worſhip him in 
his Houſe, to tell him in effte&t, he muſt excuſe us, 
we'l do it as we can at our own, and that muſt 
ſerve his turn ? 

3. Conſider, That altho* thou perhaps mayſt 
duely perform theſe Duties at Home, yet others 


| from thy Example may think it needleſs to come to 


publick Prayers, and wholly omut them in private 
alſo; and ſo thou fall under the Guilt of Scandal, 
in its proper Senſe, againſt which a Woe is de- 
nounced by our Lord, St. Matth. 18. 79. Woe be to 
that May by whom Offences come. 


4.- Conlider , That the Apoſtles and Primitive 


Chriſtians ( who ſurely knew how to pray at Home | 


as 
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as.well as any of us, yet ) were very conſtant at 

the publick Places of Worſhip, tho? to the great 
hazard of their Lives or Liberties for ſo doing ; 
and left this expreſs Command behind them &0 all 
Chriſtians, * Not to forſake the Aſſembling of them- * Heb. 10. 
ſelves together, Not to forlake the publick Reli- 5: 
gious Aſſemblies, rho' to avoid Perſecution ( as was 

the unhappy Caſe of the Chriſtians at that time,:) 
much leſs to avoid ſome ſmall and very tolerable In- 
conveniency to our ſecular Aﬀairs (as is generally 

the worſt of the Caſe with us now, ) which that 
God whom we ſerve can (and certainly will ) abun- 
=_ Recompeace to us. But then let me 
aud, 

5--In the laſt place, If any” well diſpoſed Chri- 
ſtians be ſo ingaged in ſome needful Buſineſs, or 
have ſuch urgent Neceſſities to provide for by their 
Labours, that they cannot attend the daily publick 
Service of our Church, without great Inconveni- 
- ency; and yet have really a due Eſteem for it, and 
would with all their Hearts be daily preſent at it, 
did their 0m ey Occaſions permit them ; 
fuch, I will preſume to ſay, ſhall be excuſed by our 
gracious Lord, who has declared He will have Mercy 
( Mercy to our ſelves, as well as to others ) rathex., . 
than Sacrifice, St. Matth. 9. 13. Such ſhall un-{ 
doubtedly be accepted on the Account of their Wills 
and real Deſires ; and-{by the. Goodneſs of our 
God ) in a good meafure partake of the benefit of 
our pubſick Prayers, as it themſelves had aQtually 
been preſent at them? 

But for all others, who have not this Neceſſity to 
plead for their Abſence ; who .cafily might have 
been preſent at the daily Service, had they _ 
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Ty | . %% _ ; As A 
= — vg ', One'word, in the cloſe of all, To you +imparm- 
Houſe,adjoyn- Eular, for whoſe ſakes more immediately your wor- 


wg ro the Cha- thy BenefaRt or: has erected this Houſe of Prayer. 
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really witting fuch' maſt not .exfiet to be ſo-1ex5 
cufed ; :and*therefore, 1 hope. and "pray, they will 
be prevailed with, ſo toiacquit themfelyesi1i refe- 
rence to this Duty, thar God may- be duly: Hartdytd: 
by them ;” trac Piety and Devotton encouraged att) 
advanced; their own Comfort and Profperity-pro- 
moted in this World ; and their eterna} Happinels 
( by the Mercies of God, and the Merits of jus 
Son?) ſecur'd: to-them-in the next, 


You, 'by- his great Bounty, are in:a mare eſpe- 
cial manner devoted to, and engaged in the Seryice 
of God; you have- not the Necefſities of this Eife 
to provide-for by-your Labours, nor' the. anxious 
Cares of it to-perplex and: di your Thoughts; 
you have a comfortable Provifion made! you, by'his 
Piety «nd Charity, both. for. your Souls and Bodies, 

Ramember- always how! much you are; obliged 
_— Ged; and him, Dt Ss Endoof 
this his Bounty topo, by bving ao: the; Honhuri-of 
Gd And-your Reliy | - icy a, conſtant 
and: devout arte ab the Prayets ad; ;Sagra- 
meats which wall be performed. in; this Place; -.: 

| Bevery careful, 1:beſeech-you,: to approve your 
ſelves Widows #ndeed,” that fo you may.-be''warthy 
of *that Honor { 5.e.: Relief! and: Maiptenances as 
the Ongua Word'* often: fignifies 1n :Sexiptare ) 
which the Apoſtle would have to be gived.to ſuch, | 
in 1 Tim.5.3. Honor (i.e. Relieve) Widars tbet are 
Widows indeed. © 20 1! 46 5 
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- And whoare ſachs he tellzus; 
 kich E hops and" heartily pray. 
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She truſteth. 4n God, and continueth (in Supplications 
and Prayers night and day; She is bl, 
reparted of for good Works, aud has diligently followed 
e£wery, god IVork: | 

- This.is-the ſum of what your Blefſed Saviour, and 
C I preſume to lay ) your -_ Benetactor alſo, ex- 
pegs from yau, { viz.) That you be Conſtant and 
Serious at Prayers.and Sacraments; That your Con- 
verſation be Blameleſs, and of good Report ( parti- 
cularly, for Humility, Gravity, Sobriety, Conten- 
tednels 3 Weanednets from the World, Love and 
Peaceablene(s' amongft yout ſelves and towards all 
Men, Graces which more eſpecially adorn your Sta- 
tion; ) and that you- be dibeews Followers of every 
good Work, © : 


_ * Then: ſhall you approve your ſelves Widows inaced, 


.in the Apaſtles Senſe, to the\Honor. of your Lord, 
-the Reputation of your Religion, the great Satif- 
faftion-of your Benefactor,. and the mighty Encou- 
agement of ſuch Pious and Charitabte As; to 
.yout - owit great Comforts whilſt you live in this 
World, :and to your eternal Happineſs in the World 

to'-come! | 
Which eternal Happineſs God, in his due time, make 
' . YOu, and all of us Partakers of, for the ſake of his 
dear  Sop ofeſus Chriſt oun Saviour :. To whom, 
with the Father and Bleſſed Spirit be aſcribed all 
Obedience, Adoration aud Praiſe, now and for ever- 

' more. Amen. 


-. For the Direttion. and Aſſiſtance of tht more Tenorant, 


let me here add, 


"Tis very Adviſcable that all Perſons,, when they 
| intend to partake of our publick Prayers, haſten r0 
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The Dity of Daily frequenting, 8c. = 


the Houſe of Prayer as ſoon as the Bell begins to 
call to it, that ſo they = have ſome little time, he- 
fore Prayers begin, to raiſe their Devotions, and fix 
their Thoughts upon the Duties before them, by 
conſidering the Weightineſs of them, and the Pre- 
ſence of God ; humbly and earneſtly Begging his Aſ- 
{iſtance in the Performance of them; which may be 
done, by thoſe who are not better provided, in this, 
or the like ſhort Prayer fllowins. 

Let thy merciful Ears, O Lord, be open to the Prefyers of thy 
humble Servants : And grant that we may now, and at all 
times, ak faithfully, and obtain effetually through Teſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. | | 

Oc this, | 

| Moſt gracious God, who baſt commanded us to pray with- 
out ceating, Incline my Heart to this Duty ;- and ſo aſſiſt me 
with thy holy Spirit now and at all times m the Performance of 
it, that 1 may ſo «5k that I may receive; and ſo hear thy Word 
that I may pradlice it ; and by theſe Opportunities ( for which I 
bleſs thy Neme ) I may daily more and more improve in Righ- 
reouſneſs and true Holineſs, until I come to thine everlaſting 
Kinodom, through Teſus Chriſt my Lord and only Saviour, Amen, 


At the Concluſion of Divine Service, and before thou riſeſt 
fiom thy Knees,fay to thy elf this,or the like ſhore Prayer. 
Lord in Mercy hear our Prayers, and relieve all our Wants. © 
Continue unto us theſe means of Grace , make me, and all that 
profeſs thy Name to delight in them, with Reverence and godly 
Fear to approach unto then, and always to become better by them, 
through Teſus Chriſt owr Lord. Amen. ©7\ \( 7 
Yd | Or this. Pre ad 
Bleſſed be thy Name, © God, for this Opportunity of wait» 
ing upon thee im thine Houſe ; Lord, pardon the Iniquity of my 
haly Things, and make me @ partaker of the Benefit of thoſe 
Prayers which have been put up unto thee at this time. In Mercy 
continue unto me theſe Opportunities,. and fit me more and more 
for thy Service here, and for thy Kingdom hereafter, for Feſus 
Chrift bis ſake. Amen. . 
EF LM 83 & 


